《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Lamentations》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

Introduction to Lamentations of Jeremiah
1. Name, Place in Canon, and Subject. To the Hebrews this book is known by its initial word,' Ekhah, 'How'; by the ancient Jews of Alexandria it was called Threnoi, 'Dirges'; by St. Jerome, Lamentationes, whence our English title. Its position in the English and other versions is due to the influence of the Greek or LXX version, which placed it immediately after the prophecies of Jeremiah; but in the Hebrew canon it is usually found among the Hagiographa, or 'Writings,' constituting, along with Canticles, Ruth, Ecclesiastes, and Esther, a small collection known as the five Megilloth, or 'Rolls.' The great theme of the book is the siege, capture, and destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. Josephus, on the basis of 2 Chronicles 35:25, erroneously supposed that it was written as an elegy over the death of king Josiah. For vividness and pathos the book is unsurpassed in all literature.

2. Analysis.
Lamentations 1. Zion's desolation and sorrow.

Lamentations 2. Zion's sorrows due to Jehovah's anger.

Lamentations 3. Zion's hope in God's mercy.

Lamentations 4. Zion's former glory contrasted with her present humiliation.

Lamentations 5. Zion's earnest petition for deliverance.

3. Structure. Of the five lyric poems of which the book consists, the first four, in Hebrew, are acrostics; each poem consisting of 22 portions or verses, corresponding to the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet, except the third, in which each letter is used thrice, and in which, consequently, there are 3 times 22, or 66 verses. The fifth poem, though not an acrostic, has 22 verses. The metre is known as Kinah rhythm or elegiac, sometimes spoken of as 'limping verse,' because the second line is usually considerably shorter than the first. No book shows greater art or more technical skill in composition. Isaiah 14:4-21 is written in the same metre.

4. Author. In the original these poems are anonymous, but tradition has long since asscribed them to Jeremiah. The LXX prefaces the book with these words: 'And it came to pass, after Israel had been carried into captivity and Jerusalem had been laid waste that Jeremiah sat weeping and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem and said'; and this ancient tradition is confirmed by the Syriac, the Latin Vulgate, the Targum of Jonathan, the Talmud, and by modern Jews and Christians, who point to the very cave or grotto, near the Damascus gate on the N. side of the Holy City, in which Jeremiah is supposed to have written them. Various allusions in the poems themselves look in the same direction; especially the vivid descriptions of Jerusalem in Lamentations 2, 4, which are evidently the penpictures of an eye-witness; likewise the strongly sympathetic temper and prophetic spirit of the poems throughout, as well as their style, phraseology, and thought, which are all so characteristic of Jeremiah.

On the other hand, it is possible, of course, that they were written by a contemporary of Jeremiah, perhaps Baruch; for, as has been suggested by Professor McFadyen, being anonymous, it is easier to think that the traditional title has been added by the Greek version than that a genuine one has been lost from the Hebrew. Besides, the allusion to the prophets in Lamentations 2:9, bearing the iniquities of the fathers in Lamentations 5:7, and the expectation of help from Egypt in Lamentations 4:17, are unlike Jeremiah. But notwithstanding all the objections to the contrary, the balance of evidence, both internal and external, is probably in favour of Jeremiah.

5. Unity and Date. As may be seen from the outline given above, the unity of the book is not logical, but emotional; hence the question of its literary unity is largely dependent upon one's attitude toward its authorship and date. As to its date, it is very generally agreed that it was composed soon after the downfall of Jerusalem in 586 b.c. How soon, it is difficult to state: the author's vivid langaage points to a time immediately subsequent, whereas the highly artificial and acrostic character of the composition would indicate that the bitterness of the siege had passed, and that the poet had had time for calm reflection.

6. Permanent Religious Value. The richest portion of the book is doubtless the section contained in Lamentations 3:19-39, in which Lamentations 3:22-27 are particularly precious. But the entire book is of value to teach not only patriotism, and patience, and prayer, and confession of sin, but the divine character of chastisement, the disciplinary value of yoke-bearing, how God pities those whom He is compelled to afflict; and, what is deepest and most important of all, how ideal Zion, in suffering for the sins of the nation, is typical of the Messiah who 'bore our sins and carried our sorrows.' The book is also of liturgical value, being read by pious Israelites every Friday afternoon at the Jews' wailing place, within the city of Jerusalem, but just outside the Temple area, and in Jewish synagogues the world over on the 9th of Ab (August), the day on which the Temple was burned.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-22

Zion's Desolation and Sorrow
Though the five poems contained in the book have practically the same theme—the downfall of Jerusalem—yet each poem dwells on a different phase of the subject as intimated in the opening words of each chapter This first one emphasises the desolation and misery of the city, describing it as 'solitary,' as 'a widow,' and as 'tributary,' i.e. Judah has lost her independence; and there is 'no comforter,' Lamentations 1:2, Lamentations 1:9, Lamentations 1:17, Lamentations 1:21. It falls naturally into three sub-divisions, as seen below. In structure it is strictly alphabetical: each v. being of triple construction.

1-11. The poet laments Zion's utter desolation.

1. How] a characteristic word for the commencement of an elegy: cp. Lamentations 2:1; Lamentations 4:1-2; Isaiah 14:4.

Sit solitary] in the sense of empty houses and deserted streets. Provinces] the neighbouring countries, such as Edom and Moab.

2. Lovers] synonymous with friends, viz. her allies Edom and Egypt (Lamentations 4:22).

3. Because of affliction and.. great servitude] i.e. Judah chose exile to escape the sufferings to which she was exposed in her own land (Jeremiah 40:11). Between the straits] RV 'within the straits.'

4. The ways of Zion do mourn] The roads by which pilgrims came up to the feasts are now deserted (Jeremiah 14:2).

Her virgins] those who took part in the festal occasions (Psalms 68:25). 

5. Are the chief] RV 'are become the head': i.e. Judah has lost her leadership. Before the enemy] driven as slaves. 

6. Her princes are become like harts] referring to Zedekiah's flight with his sons (Jeremiah 39:4-7).

7. Remembered] RV 'remembereth.'

Sabbaths] RV 'desolations,' in the sense probably of ceasings: cp. the enforced sabbaths of Leviticus 26:34, Leviticus 26:35. The Heb. word employed here is not found elsewhere in OT. 

8. Is removed] RV 'is become as an unclean thing.' Her nakedness] her sin and its punishment (Lamentations 4:21).

9. Her filthiness] moral pollution, expressed by a bold but common Oriental figure (Jeremiah 13:22).

She remembereth not] RV 'she remembered not.'

10. Pleasant things] primarily the vessels of the sanctuary (2 Chronicles 36:10, 2 Chronicles 36:19), but ineluding all of Jerusalem's precious possessions.

12-19. Zion's comfortless condition due to Jehovah's righteousness.

12. Zion yearns for sympathy. 

13. From above] RV 'From on high.'

14. Is bound] a bucolic figure, God being represented as binding Judah's sins upon his neck as a ploughman binds the yoke upon oxen (Jeremiah 27:2). He hath made my strength to fall] rather, 'it (the yoke) hath caused my strength to stumble.' The Lord] in Heb. Adonai, used 14 times in Lamentations to express lordship; the name Jehovah conveys the covenant idea of redemption. 

15. He hath called an assembly] lit. 'an appointed time': i.e. a religious festival (Leviticus 23:4); not for Israel, however, but for the enemy, to celebrate the defeat of Zion's soldiers. 

16. Mine eye, mine eye] The emphatic repetition reminding one of Jeremiah's style (Jeremiah 4:19; Jeremiah 6:14). 

17. That his adversaries should be round about him] i.e. that his nearest neighbours should be his most hateful foes. In this v. the poet speaks. 

19. Lovers] see on Lamentations 1:2. My priests and mine elders] Even the most honoured chiefs of the city died of starvation.

20-22. In distress Zion appeals to Jehovah for redress.

21. The day] i.e. the day of vengeance on Zion, long before announced (Jeremiah 25:17-26).

22. Let all their wickedness come before thee] a not infrequent prayer of OT. saints for righteous retribution upon the enemy: cp. Psalms 69, 109, 137 Jeremiah 18:20-23 not altogether unjustifiable, for the Hebrew was conscious that wickedness must be punished, but far below the plane of the Sermon on the Mount.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22

Zion's Sorrows due to Jehovah's Anger
In this second dirge, the cause of Zion's woe is dwelt upon. Jehovah has become angry with His people, therefore He has cast them off. Zion's miseries are the judgments of God, which have been sent because of Judah's sins. In structure the poem is an acrostic, each v. being of triple character, as in Lamentations 1. The prophet speaks.

1-10. The agonies caused by Adonai's anger.

1. The beauty of Israel] the Temple (Isaiah 64:11), or possibly the heroes of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 1:19). His footstool] the ark of the covenant (1 Chronicles 28:2), or possibly the sanctuary (Psalms 99:5; Psalms 132:7; Isaiah 60:13). 

2. Swallowed up] i.e. destroyed by earthquake. Habitations] open villages of the shepherds. Strong holds] fortified towns. 

3. All the horn] better, 'every horn,' in the sense of self-protection or of resistance, the horn being a symbol of strength. 

4. In the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion] The division of the v. in AV is faulty. The colon after Zion should stand after eye, as in RV. 

6. As if it were of a garden] i.e. God has destroyed His Temple as easily as a man removes a vintage booth, which has served its purpose, from a garden (Isaiah 1:18).

8. He hath stretched out a line] Jehovah surveys, but to destroy: cp. Isaiah 34:11; Amos 7:7.

9. Her gates are sunk into the ground] a metaphor expressing their total destruction, not a vestige being left above ground. The law is no more] including the national ritual and government. Her prophets also find no vision] because so hardened by sin.

10. The elders.. sit upon the ground] i.e. in banishment.

11-19. Zion's bitter sorrow and lamentation.

11. The scene of Jerusalem's woes is to the poet heartrending. My liver] a phrase not found elsewhere in OT., but expressive of strong emotion: cp. our English use of 'spleen' and 'humorous.'

12. The picture of helpless, innocent children crying in vain for food is touching. 

13. What thing shall I take to witness for thee?] RV 'What shall I testify unto thee? 'in the sense of attempting to comfort Jerusalem. 

14. False burdens] RM 'oracles of vanity' (Jeremiah 23:33). Causes of banishment] The Heb. word employed here is not found elsewhere, but probably means things which draw aside and drive out (Jeremiah 27:10, Jeremiah 27:15). 

17. The Lord hath done] The poet points to Jehovah as Zion's Destroyer, only later to show that He may become her Saviour. 

18. O wall] apostrophised as a human mourner (Isaiah 14:31). No rest] RV 'no respite.' Apple of thine eye] lit. 'daughter,' i.e. pupil of the eye: cp. Psalms 17:8.

20-22. In bewilderment Zion appeals to Jehovah.

20. To whom thou hast done this] viz. to His own chosen people. Children of a span long] RV 'the children that are dandled in the hands': op. Lamentations 2:22, Jeremiah 19:9. 

22. My terrors round about] as in Jeremiah 6:25; Jeremiah 20:3, Jeremiah 20:10. Jehovah has now summoned His terrors (Magormissabib), as at other times He had summoned His people to the festivals (a solemn day).
03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-66

Zion's Hope in God's Mercy
This third poem is the most elaborate in structure and the most sublime in thought of all. The poet speaks not only for himself, but for the nation. The order of thought is sorrow, confession, repentance, prayer. Though consisting of 66 vv. the poem is but a little longer than the others. Three consecutive vv. are built upon each letter of the Heb. alphabet: each triplet is usually closely associated in thought, and consequently grouped together as in the RV.

1-18. Zion bewails her calamities.

1-3. I am the man] The author is a representative sufferer, an eye-witness, and typical of Christ. 

4-6. Gall] bitterest sorrow (Jeremiah 8:14). Travel] RV 'travail,' which is the more modern spelling, in the sense here intended, of painful labour (Numbers 20:14). He hath set me] RV 'He hath made me to dwell' (Psalms 143:3). Be dead of old] RV 'have been long dead.'

7-9. He hath made my paths crooked] in the sense that every avenue of advance is blocked. 

10-12. He was] RV 'He is.' As a bear.. as a lion] God is even lying in wait to oppose him (Jeremiah 4:7; Jeremiah 5:6).

Danger follows distress. 

13-15. Arrows of his quiver] RM 'sons of his quiver,' a poetical expression for the enemies' taunts (Jeremiah 20:8).

My reins] The English equivalent is heart, denoting the seat of the affections (Jeremiah 12:2).

To all my people] better, 'to all peoples,' as in many Heb. MSS and the Peshitto.

16-18. Broken my teeth with gravel stones] i.e. God has forced him to eat bread full of grit. (Proverbs 20:17). He hath covered me with ashes] or, 'He made me cower in the ashes.' Such dreadful thoughts about God are almost without a parallel in the OT.

19-39. Hope of relief through God's mercy.

In this section we reach the highest point of trust to which the mourner attains.

19-21. Remembering] RV 'remember,' in the imperative sense (Lamentations 1:7). This I recall] viz. what just precedes, his affliction. 

25-27. The Lord is good] 'good' is the initial word of each v. in this group. Goodness to the poet is an essential attribute of Jehovah and the basis of his hope. He is too good to keep them always in despair. Should both hope and quietly wait] lit. 'should wait and in silence'; quiet waiting being the pre-requisite of perceiving that God is good. Yoke] discipline, or work that is irksome, compulsory and painful. These vv. have the ring of autobiography. 

28-30. The leading verbs in this triplet are to be taken hortatively, as RV 'Let him sit,' 'put,' 'give,' the argument being that yoke-bearing in order to be beneficial must be submitted to willingly. Hath borne] RV 'hath laid.' Giveth his cheek] the climax of patience is reached when suffering that comes through human agency is borne without murmuring.

31-33. Three grounds are given for resignation: (1) because chastisement is only temporary (Psalms 77:7; Jeremiah 3:5, Jeremiah 3:12); (2) because by nature God is merciful, and therefore the distress sent will not exceed what is absolutely necessary (Isaiah 54:8); (3) because all affliction is against His will, hence God cannot commit an injustice. 

34-36. In this triplet the order of thought is transposed to accommodate the alphabetic structure. The teaching is, the Lord approveth not, (1) of cruelty to prisoners in war, as Nebuchadnezzar to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; (2) of perverting justice in court (Exodus 23:6); (3) of dishonesty in private business (Exodus 22:8-9). 

37-39. This group rounds out the thought of the section: each v. contains a separate interrogation: (1) Who can command and bring to pass except Adonai? (Psalms 33:9). (2) Do not evil (i.e. suffering) and good alike proceed from God? (Amos 3:6; Isaiah 45:7). (3) Why should a man who still lives complain when he is only being punished for his sins? (Jeremiah 45:5). A living man] The word 'living' is emphatic. Life in itself is more than the sinner merits. Instead of having been over-paid, he is not even paid in full: for 'the wages of sin is death' (Romans 6:23). The poet is here championing the divine cause.

40-54. Exhortations to repent and confess.

40-42. Our heart with our hands] strictly, our heart to our palms, in the sense that the heart should actually follow in the direction in which our hands point (Jeremiah 4:31).

43-45 Zion's condition is dire because Jehovah will not hear the prayers of His miserable victims. People] RV 'peoples,' i.e. the foreign nations round about. 

52-54. These vv. are thought to point to Jeremiah as the author of the poems: cp. Jeremiah 38. Cast a stone upon me] i.e. covered with a stone the pit into which they cast him. Waters flowed over mine head] There was no water, but mire, in Jeremiah's dungeon (Jeremiah 38:6). I am cut off] the sufferer is a type of Christ (Psalms 88:5; Isaiah 53:8).

55-66. In despair Zion prays for vengeance upon the enemy.

55-57. I called upon thy name] i.e. upon the attributes of God; referring possibly to Psalms 69, supposed by some to have been composed by Jeremiah while in the dungeon.

Fear not] God's answer was brief, consisting of but two words, but enough since they came from him. 

58-60. Pleaded] as an advocate (Jeremiah 50:34). All their imaginations] RV 'all their devices' (Jeremiah 11:19; Jeremiah 18:18). 

63. Musick] RV 'song.'

64-66. AV by translating the imperfect tenses of the verbs in this triplet as imperatives, makes the language appear harsher than it really is; still it must be allowed that the poet prays for retribution upon the enemy (Jeremiah 18:23; 2 Timothy 4:14). Sorrow of heart] RV 'hardness of heart.'

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22

Zion's former Glory contrasted with her present Humiliation
In this fourth dirge the poet describes the miseries of the various classes in the sack of Jerusalem, concluding with a warning to Edom. In structure, each alphabetic v. is composed of two rather than of three sub-divisions, the ideas and phrases balancing as in ordinary Hebrew poetry. This is considered the finest poetry of the book. The mourner speaks throughout.

1-10. The terrible distress of the people and nobles.

1. How is the gold become dim] The three words used for gold, pure gold, and fine gold, in Lamentations 4:1-2, all stand metaphorically for Jerusalem's most precious possessions, particularly her inhabitants. The stones of the sanctuary] the choicest portion of Zion's citizens (Lamentations 2:19; Zechariah 9:16). 

2. Earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter] The contrast is not merely one of the materials, gold and clay, but of workmanship (Jeremiah 18:1-6; Jeremiah 19:1-10). 

3. The Sea monsters] RV 'the jackals' (Jeremiah 9:11). The thought is that even wild beasts suckle their young, but the women of Jerusalem are become cruel and take no heed of their children's pitiful cries. Like the ostriches] here taken as the type of cruelty and heartlessness, because they forsake their young at the least alarm (Job 39:13-17). 

5. Delicately] daintily (Proverbs 29:21). Brought up in scarlet] lit. 'carried upon scarlet,' as infants. Embrace dunghills] lie upon dust heaps. The contrast is most vivid. From the highest luxury, the upper classes in Jerusalem have been reduced to the extremest poverty.

6. For the punishment of the iniquity] RV 'For the iniquity.' As in a moment] Sodom was overthrown suddenly; Jerusalem's sufferings were prolonged. Hence it is inferred that Jerusalem's sin was greater than Sodom's. Our Lord modified this ancient view of sin and punishment (Luke 13:1-5). And no hands stayed on her] RV 'and no hands were laid upon her,' i.e. Sodom's punishment was direct from God. 

7. Nazarites] RV 'nobles,' probably alluding to the Rechabites, famous at that time for their purity and temperance (Jeremiah 35).

9. Better] i.e. better off. Death by the sword, prior to the siege, is pronounced preferable to being gradually wasted by famine.

For want of the fruits of the field] lit. 'from the produce of the field,' famine being more cruel than the enemy (Psalms 109:24). 

10. This v. describes a gruesome scene, alluded to in Lamentations 2:20, and predicted in Jeremiah 19:9. Pitiful women] the daughters of an effete civilisation, who had been nursed in the lap of luxury.

11-16. The ignominious fate of the prophets and priests.

This section begins and ends with an account of the wrath of Jehovah. 

11. Kindled a fire in Zion] poetic for the glowing of Jehovah's anger (2 Chronicles 36:19). 

13. For the sins of] RV 'It is because of the sins of.' Zion's prophets were really murderers (2 Chronicles 24:21; Jeremiah 26:23).

14. They have wandered] reeled and staggered, reckless of their responsibilities as leaders. 

15. They cried unto them] the people applied to them what lepers were required to declare of themselves, viz. Unclean! Unclean! (Leviticus 13:45). Theirs was spiritual leprosy. They said among the heathen] When ostracised, people abroad said, They shall tarry here no longer. They were unwelcome everywhere; fugitives and vagabonds, with the mark of Cain upon them.

16. The anger of the Lord hath divided them] lit. 'the face of Jehovah hath scattered them.'

17-20. The vain hope of escape; even the king being captured. This short section is in the first person plural.

17. RV 'Our eyes do yet fail in looking for our vain help.' Egypt or some other expected ally disappoints (Jeremiah 37:7; Isaiah 36:6). 

19. Our persecutors] RV 'our pursuers.'

20. The breath of our nostrils] a rather strong expression to use of Zedekiah, yet he was Jerusalem's king, and though weak, 'the anointed of Jehovah.' Under his shadow] even as captives, they hoped to be allowed some sort of national organisation with Zedekiah as their head. The hope expressed is pathetic.

21, 22. The doom of Edom.

21. Rejoice and be glad] i.e. enjoy thy malicious but fleeting satisfaction (Jeremiah 49:7-22). Edom is typical of the church's foes today.

Uz] the territory lying SE. of Palestine, extending probably into Arabia (Jeremiah 25:20).

The cup] the symbol of divine wrath (Jeremiah 25:17). 

22. The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished] lit. 'ended.' For one brief moment the curtain of gloom is lifted, and a hope—in a sense a Messianic hope—is held out to Zion (Isaiah 40:2). He will discover thy sins] i.e. he will punish thy sins; for, if to cover is to forgive, to discover must be to punish (Psalms 32:1; Psalms 85:2). Thus the poem closes with a contrast. Zion's sins shall be covered, Edom's discovered. Zion's captivity is past, Edom's yet to come. The Hebrews' debt is paid, the Edomites' is yet to be exacted.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-22

Zion's earnest Petition for Deliverance
This final poem is not so much an elegy as a prayer or meditation. The tone is more calm and spiritual than the others, with no trace of vindictiveness. The poet, speaking for the people, 'will have God know everything.' Though divided into 22 vv., it is not an acrostic. Rhyme takes the place of the alphabetical structure, the poem having not less than 45 words ending in the sound u: cp. Psalms 124. Like Lamentations 4, each v. is composed of two members which are balanced with the greatest care, both as to form and thought. In the Vulgate this chapter is given a separate title, 'Oratio Jeremias prophetse.'

1-18. A pathetic review of Zion's condition.

1. Remember, O Lord] Like the initial sentences of the other poems, the opening words strike the key of what follows. The poet is about to pray, so he secures first of all God's attention. 

2. Our inheritance] Canaan (Leviticus 20:24). 

3. Our mothers are as widows] i.e. without protection and support. 5 Our necks are under persecution] RV 'our pursuers are upon our necks.'

6. To the Assyrians] Babylonians of course are meant (Jeremiah 2:18; 2 Kings 23:29).

7. And we have borne their iniquities] not in contradiction to Jeremiah 31:29; Ezekiel 18:2, nor that they were not themselves great sinners, for Ezekiel 18:16 shows that they acknowledged they were, but that the nation's guilt extended back into the past. Ideal Zion, like Christ, was to 'be made perfect through sufferings' (Hebrews 2:10). 

8. Servants have ruled over us] Babylonian satraps were often simply house-hold favourites, promoted by the king to posts of honour, such as the headship of the wretched remnant of Judah (Jeremiah 39:3). 

9. We gat] RV 'We got,' lit. 'we bring in.' Because of the sword of the wilderness] alluding to the raids of the Bedouins, who may have fallen upon the remnant in their attempts to snatch a little food.

10. Black] RM 'hot.' Terrible famine] RV 'burning heat of famine.'

12. Hanged up by their hand] The Assyrian custom was to impale bodies after death in order to expose them to the most utter contempt possible (Deuteronomy 21:23; 1 Samuel 31:10-12). 

13. They took the young men to grind] RV 'The young men bare the mill,' work usually done by women and slaves (Isaiah 47:2).

14. From the gate] corresponding to our public square or park (Jeremiah 14:2).

16. The crown is fallen from our head] a figurative expression conveying the thought that Zion has lost her dignity of statehood.

Woe unto us, that we have sinned] a distinct confession on the part of the people, and the effect desired has been obtained. 

17. For this.. for these things] loss of nationality and present distress respectively.

19-22. A final appeal to Jehovah to remove Zion's reproach.

The book closes with a majestic apostrophe to Jehovah. 

19. Remainest] RV 'sittest,' as king. Jehovah had not abdicated, though Zedekiah had (Psalms 45:6; Psalms 102:12). 

20. Wherefore.. so long time] a hint may be contained in these last words as to the time of composition, at least of Lamentations 5. 

21. Turn thou us unto thee] The poet realises that they cannot turn themselves. The doctrine clearly is that repentance is of grace. It is useless simply to resolve to turn (Jeremiah 31:18).

22. But] RV 'unless,' which is better; for that Jehovah has utterly rejected Zion is to the poet unthinkable. The tone of the v., however, is so melancholy that in some MSS Lamentations 5:21 is repeated; so that, in reading the roll in the synagogue, the book might end more hopefully. The Jews delighted in cheerful conclusions. Similar repetitions occur at the close of Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, and Malachi.

